
Mehmet Kemal Bozay, born in 1966 in Ankara, is a seasoned Turkish diplomat who currently 
serves as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Director for EU Affairs. He graduated in 1988 
from the International Relations Department of Middle East Technical University and has since 
built a distinguished career in diplomacy spanning more than three decades. 

He began his service at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1988, working in the Directorate 
General for Gulf States and later in the Directorate General for International Political 
Organizations. Over the years, he held a series of progressively responsible diplomatic posts 
abroad, including assignments in Tehran, Ljubljana, and Sarajevo. His early career also included 
key roles as Chief of Cabinet to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and as Counsellor at Türkiye’s 
Permanent Mission to the United Nations. 

Between 2005 and 2009, he served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the Turkish Embassy in Tel 
Aviv, followed by a senior advisory role to the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. From 2012 to 2016, he was appointed Ambassador of Türkiye to Serbia, based in 
Belgrade. He later served as Deputy Undersecretary for Europe and EU Affairs before being 
appointed Permanent Delegate of Türkiye to the European Union from 2019 to 2023. 

In 2023, he assumed his current position as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Director for 
EU Affairs, where he plays a central role in shaping Türkiye’s relations with the European 
Union. 

 


