
Jean-Marie Bockel - former Special Envoy for Africa for the French Presidency 

Jean-Marie Bockel is a French politician and former government minister with extensive 
experience in defense, foreign affairs, and parliamentary affairs. He previously served as Special 
Envoy for Africa for the French Presidency. Over the course of his political career, he held 
several ministerial positions in the government of France, including Secretary of State for 
Defence and Veterans Affairs and Secretary of State for Cooperation and Francophonie. 

Bockel was also a long-time member of the French Senate, representing the Haut-Rhin 
department, and previously served as Mayor of Mulhouse for nearly two decades. During his 
tenure in national and local politics, he was involved in initiatives related to defense policy, 
international cooperation, and regional development. 

In addition to his governmental roles, Bockel has been active in strategic and policy discussions 
on European security and international affairs, frequently contributing to conferences and policy 
forums addressing defense cooperation and transatlantic relations. 

He is a graduate of the Paris Nanterre University and holds a law degree. 

 


