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Iuri-Alexandru Covaleov is a retired Rear Admiral of the Romanian Armed Forces and currently
Senior Associate Expert at the New Strategy Center. He previously served as Deputy Chief of
the Romanian Military Intelligence Directorate, where he held several senior leadership positions
in the fields of intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance.

Covaleov graduated from the Mircea cel Batran Naval Academy in 1994 and served in a wide
range of operational, staff, and command roles during his military career. He was Deputy
Defense, Military, Air and Naval Attaché in Russia (2009-2013) and Defense, Military, Air and
Naval Attaché in Ukraine (2013-2018). Within the Military Intelligence Directorate, he later
served as Director of the Strategic HUMINT Office and Deputy Chief for ISR and Operations,
contributing to the development of HUMINT, SIGINT, GEOINT, and OSINT capabilities and to
the transformation of the Romanian Armed Forces’ intelligence architecture.

He holds a master’s degree in Defence Studies from King's College London and a PhD in
Military Sciences and Intelligence from the Carol I National Defence University. He has also
completed advanced programs at the George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies
and has been involved in academic and professional training activities in defense and security
studies.



